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Generic Course Syllabus

I.
Course
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RES
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Home Inspection
   4

   4

 0












       Fee $15
II.
Course Prerequisite:


None

III.
Course Description:

Course examines the major elements of home inspection, focusing on exteriors, interiors, roofing, plumbing, electrical, HVAC, structural and miscellaneous appliances. Illinois Home Inspector Law/Administrative Rules and Standards of Practice are also covered. Students involved in lab work and practicum relating to home inspection. Course satisfies the educational requirements of Division of Banks and Real Estate for Home Inspector licensing.
IV.
Learning Objectives:

To provide the student with a clear understanding on how to do a home inspection.

V.
Academic Integrity:

Students and employees at Oakton Community College are required to demonstrate academic integrity and follow Oakton’s Code of Academic Conduct. This code prohibits: 

· cheating, 

· plagiarism (turning in work not written by you, or lacking proper citation), 

· falsification and fabrication (lying or distorting the truth), 

· helping others to cheat, 

· unauthorized changes on official documents, 

· pretending to be someone else or having someone else pretend to be you, 

· making or accepting bribes, special favors, or threats, and 

· any other behavior that violates academic integrity. 

There are serious consequences to violations of the academic integrity policy. Oakton’s policies and procedures provide students a fair hearing if a complaint is made against you.  If you are found to have violated the policy, the minimum penalty is failure on the assignment and, a disciplinary record will be established and kept on file in the office of the Vice President for Student Affairs for a period of 3 years. 

Details of the Code of Academic Conduct can be found in the Student Handbook
VI.
Outline of Topics:

1. Exteriors

a. Identification and inspection of exposed foundations

b. Identification and inspection of siding and exterior wall covering material, flashing and trim including aluminum, brick, vinyl, steel, asphalt, hardboard, stucco, wood, exterior insulation finish system

c. Identification and inspection of gutter and drainage control systems

d. Inspection of porches, steps and rails including structural composition

e. Identification and implications on vegetation, grading and surface drainage including retaining walls, walk ways and driveways leading to a dwelling entrance.


2. Interiors

a. Identification and inspection al wall, ceiling and floor defects

b. Identification and inspection of step, stair and railing defects

c. Identification and inspection of countertop, cabinet and island defects as it pertains to a kitchen or other type room

d. Identification and inspection of interior and exterior door defects

e. Identification and inspection of garage door defects, garage door opener defects and garage structure defects including fire safety and habitability


3. Roofing

a. Identification of the type and style of roofs

b. Identification and inspection of the roofing materials used including asphalt, cedar shake, cedar shingle, tar, metal and asbestos

c. Identification and inspection of skylights and flashing

d. Identification of chimney and other penetrations including proper height and composition


4. Plumbing

a. Identification and inspection of the main distribution system including all fixtures and faucets and materials

b. Identification and inspection of all drain, waste and vent systems including all fixtures and materials

c. Identification and inspection of water heating systems

d. Identification and inspection of fuel distribution systems and materials

e. Inspection and identification of all drainage control devises including sump pumps, ejector pumps or other related piping

f. Identification of water source and sewer distribution


5. Electrical

a. Identification and inspection of the main service including the size, location, over current protect, service entrance conductors, cables and raceways

b. Identification and inspection of the branch distribution including fuse boxes, breaker boxes and sub-panels

c. Identification and inspection of all other current protection devices and wire type identification

d. Identification and inspection of installed lighting fixtures, switches and receptacles

e. Identification and inspection of safety devices including ground fault circuit interrupters


6. Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC)

a. Identification and inspection of the installed heating equipment including gas forced air, fuel oil forced air, heat pumps, electric forced air, and hydronic heating equipment as well and the distribution related to the various types

b. Identification and inspection of fuel courses and distribution

c. Identification and inspection of flue pipes and spent gas removal systems

d. Identification and inspection of all related safety devices

e. Identification and inspection of installed cooling systems including central and window mounted systems


7. Structural

a. Identification and inspection of all structural components including floor and wall framing

b. Identification and inspection of all foundation support systems including poured concrete, concrete lock, brick, stone, wood and all related perimeter footing system

c. Identification and inspection of water related or seepage related sources

d. Identification and inspection of flood control devices

e. Identification and inspection of roof structure and systems related to composition

f. Identification and inspection of under roof and under floor ventilation

g. Identification and inspection of insulation and vapor protection systems


8. Miscellaneous Appliances

a. Identification of all fireplaces, solid fuel and burning appliances, chimneys and vents

b. Identification and inspection of all major appliances including but not limited to range, stove, oven, refrigerator, window air conditioner, washer, drier, trash compactor, and garbage disposal, and other applications that may be a part of a transaction


9. Illinois Law

a. Illinois Home Inspector License Act and Administrative Rules

b. Illinois Human Rights Act

c. General contract law


10. Standards of Practice

a. Required disclosures to the client

b. Required report content

c. Competent report writing

d. Specific knowledge of business practices and standards of practice


11. Lab Work and Practicum

VII.
Methods of Instruction:


Presentation will include lecture, class discussion, films, exercises and case studies.

VIII.
Course Practices Required:

1. Reading Assignments

2. Writing Assignments

3. Case Studies

4. Homework Assignments

IX.
Instructional Materials:


Real Estate Home Inspection: Mastering the Profession; Current Edition by 

Russell W. Burgess


Handouts:  “Illinois Home Inspector License Act, January 1, 2003”



       “Rules to the Illinois Home Inspector License Act”

X.
Methods of Evaluating Student Progress:


Grades are based on exams, written assignments, classroom attendance and classroom presentation as assigned by the instructor.

XI.
Other Course Information:

If you have a documented learning, psychological, or physical disability you may be entitled to reasonable academic accommodations or services.  To request accommodations or services, contact the ASSIST office in Instructional Support Services.  All students are expected to fulfill essential course requirements.  The College will not waive any essential skill or requirement of a course or degree program.
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