Dear Student:

Welcome to History 140: the Pacific Century, an online course with a video component. The course will be delivered through Web Classroom Teacher (WebCT) accessible from Oakton’s home page, textbooks, and videos that you can check out from either campus of Oakton Community College.  

Web CT

In addition to providing the syllabus and assignment schedule for History 140, Web CT has power-point presentations, tools for students to write response papers and study for tests, as well as links to relevant sites. You will use the email within Web CT to submit your homework and communicate with the instructor and other students. You will not be able to access the site until I log you in, however, which will occur several days before the class actually starts. 
Textbooks

The following textbooks will be used and are available at the Oakton bookstore or you can buy them online by accessing the Oakton Bookstore at http://www.oakton.edu/resource/campserv/bookstor.htm 
·  Morton, Scott. China: Its History and Culture. McGraw-Hill, 2004.
·  Gordon, Andrew. The Modern History of Japan. Oxford University Press, 2003.
Video Lessons
Videos will be assigned to present important facts and themes used in the course. Each video contains two lessons of approximately one hour. The assignment schedule gives the name and week of the video to watch. 
There are two ways that you can access the video lessons:
1. You may view them one at a time by checking them out individually at Instructional Media Services on the Skokie Campus (Room A221) or on the Des Plaines Campus (Room 1815).

2. Or, you may rent the complete set of videos for a Semester Rental from the office of Alternative Education on the Des Plaines campus (Room 2548) for $40.00. Students will get $20 refunded at the end of the semester when the tapes are returned in good condition. 
Class Schedule & Assignments
History 140, the Pacific Century is not an independent study course. Written assignments consist of weekly, one-page response papers based on information from the videos and the textbook. Assignments and tests are due on specific due dates. As a general rule, written assignments are due no later than Friday of the week that they are assigned. After the deadline has passed, papers and/or tests will not be accepted. These deadlines will help you proceed through the material in a timely fashion so you will not have to face an overwhelming amount of work at the end.
This course works best for students who are self-motivated, have good time-management skills, and can meet deadlines. Try to determine if you are likely to be successful before the drop date set by the college. It is your responsibility to check the due dates listed on the schedule, as well as important dates on the syllabus.
Testing

There will be three tests for the course, listed on the assignment schedule. These tests will be administered in the Testing Center at the Ray Hartstein campus in Skokie or at the Des Plaines campus, whichever you prefer. The tests will remain in the testing center for one week only; students may take them at their convenience during that week. Please check the hours of the Testing Center and bring your Oakton ID along with a picture ID (Driver’s license) for identification.
Logging on to Web CT

Several days before the course starts, you can log onto Web CT as follows:

1. Use Microsoft Internet Explorer as your web browser. The web address is http://online.oakton.edu
2. Login: Your login for the course will be the first letter of your first name, followed by up to seven letters of your last name (no caps) followed by the last four numbers of your Oakton ID. You can find your Oakton ID from your registration form, or you can access Student Resources and Support website by going to http://www.oakton.edu/online/onlinsup.htm 
3. Password: Your password is your birth date using a 6-digit format. (For example, January 31, 1980, would be entered as 013180)

4. You should now see History 140 listed. If not, email me immediately and include your Oakton ID. Click on the icon label syllabus and schedule ~ assignments for in-depth information for completing the course. 

5. A helpful link is to the WebCT student guide: http://www.oakton.edu/online/4_0webctguide/index4_0.htm 

Communication
All communication for the course will be done by using the email or the bulletin board within Web CT. When you receive this letter, please email me at bvallaly@oakton.edu and provide me with your primary e-mail address and your complete mailing address. Be sure that all communication includes your name, and please put History 140 in the subject line. Feel free to email me with any concerns and questions about the course. If you have any general questions, please contact the Office of Alternative Education at 847-635-1971.
I look forward to working with you this semester. I hope you will find the class a rewarding experience.
Sincerely,

Barbara D. Vallaly

History and Policy Studies
Email: bvallaly@oakton.edu             
Office: Room B200, Ray Harstein Campus
Office Phone: 847-635-1435
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