Observation Assignment Sheet
Each student will spend 10 hours in a local school setting.  The nature of the observation will be arranged between the student and the placement school.  The student should observe at the most two teachers, but preferably only one.
Before the observation, each student should pick one domain of development and review the theories related to that domain in the textbook.  Based on that review the student will pick one of the following emphases for her/his observation.
Cognitive Development

1. How can Piaget’s theory of cognitive development be applied to the children you are observing?

2. How can Vygotsky’s theory of cognitive development be applied to the children you are observing?

3. How is the classroom set up in relation to these theories?

4. What assignments and activities does the teacher give?  How would these be related to the theories?

5. What expectations does the teacher have / show with regards to the students’ cognitive development?

Socio-emotional Development


Identity Development

1. How can Erikson’s theory of human development be applied to the children you are observing?

2. How can Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological theory be applied to the children you are observing?

3. How is the classroom set up in relation to these theories?

4. What assignments and activities does the teacher give?  How would these be related to the theories?

5. What expectations does the teacher have / show with regards to the students’ socio-emotional development?


Gender Development
1. How can biological, socialization and cognitive views of gender development be applied to the children you are observing?
2. How is gender bias and gender stereotyping present in the classroom? Is the teacher engaging in behaviors that work against gender bias and gender stereotyping?

3. How are the students behaving in gendered and non-gendered ways?
4. How is the classroom set up in relation to gender development?

5. What assignments and activities does the teacher give?  How would these be related to gender development?

6. What expectations does the teacher have / show with regards to the students’ gender development?

Individual Diversity
** The student can include a broad overview of all these dimensions of difference, or pick three to explore more deeply.

1. How are the children culturally similar and different?

2. How are the children ethnically similar and different?

3. How are the children socio-economically similar and different?

4. How are the children linguistically similar and different?

5. How do the children differ in their intellectual and academic abilities?
6. How is the classroom set up in relation to these differences?

7. What assignments and activities does the teacher give?  How would these be related to the students’ individual differences?

8. What expectations does the teacher have / show with regards to the students’ individual differences?
Students must complete an Observation Log Sheet in order to get credit for this assignment. The log sheet should be handed in when due on the course calendar.  This log is very important – students should save it to give to the placement advisor at their transfer institution.

Students must begin their in-school work as soon as possible so that all hours are completed before the end of the semester.  

Students will need official permission to conduct their in-school observations. Students should not find placements without the help of the instructor.  Schools will want letters of explanation / introduction that are available from the instructor. Schools may also require TB testing, background checks, etc., so please be sure to communicate with the schools regarding their requirements.

When all 10 hours of the in-school observation have been completed, students will write one 5-page paper, which is due at the end of the course. The paper should provide answers / insights on the questions / issues chosen by the student prior to the observation.  The paper should include an introduction and a conclusion to the entire 10-hour experience. All analysis should be based on course content and additional readings.  All sources must be properly cited using APA citation style. In-school observations should always be kept confidential, so the paper should not include the real name of the school in which you observed or any real names of teachers and students.  Students can use pseudonyms or “teacher A”, “teacher B”, etc.

Papers should be free of spelling and grammatical errors and be in narrative style (no notes or bulleted sections, for example). Any references to the textbook, books or articles should be properly cited. Students need not hand in any journals or notes taken during their in-school experiences.
Additionally, each student will interview a teacher regarding the developmental domain s/he is focusing on.  A 2-page reflection / overview of this interview must be typed up and included in the portfolio. 

