Educational Psychology Project Assignment Sheet
Each student will choose one of the following projects.  After completion, students will write a 3-page paper on the project.  All project analyses must use course content, such as the textbook, as support. 

Papers should follow basic course guidelines and be free from spelling and grammatical errors.  All sources used, including the textbook, must be cited using APA citation style.  A Works Cited page should be included – this page is not included in the 3-page total.

1. Developmental Autobiography: Chart the course of certain aspects or time periods of your own development.  Do the theories we’ve studied seem accurate and helpful?  What does your childhood and adolescent experience tell you about how you should treat your students?
2. TV Show: Choose a television show aimed at a young audience.  Watch it for several weeks (more than three).  Determine whether the children portrayed fit our expectations of development, behavior, and thought for their age level. Is the show accurate?  What effects might the show have on its young viewers?  Choose a few scenes to demonstrate key points in your argument.  Papers can include reference to video clips.
3. Book Series: Read several books from a series (recent or old) aimed at children or adolescents (Goosebumps, Baby-Sitters Club, Nancy Drew, Laura Ingalls Wilder – please check your series and number of books with me before beginning).  Write a paper based on what you learn.  Are the children in the books realistic?  Do they match our developmental theories?
4. Go Hang Out: Find a place where teenagers gather.  Strike up some conversations – why are the kids there?  What motivates them?  How do they see themselves and the world?  If you get a chance, talk to some separately.  Are they different when they are not in the group?  Write a paper on your findings.  Do not identify children by name in the paper.
5. Child Violence: Select and research one of the examples of child or adolescent-centered violence that received so much media attention in the last few years.  Read or view at least ten commentaries from as wide a variety of points of view as you can find.  Then, write your own analysis of the case, incorporating or responding to what you have read.
6. Think up your own project and run it by me.

