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Dear Students,


Welcome to the online version of ECE 273: Introduction to Early Childhood Administration. This is a three-credit course for students interested in learning more about the business and administration side of early childhood education.


This online class is heavily dependent on written communication.  If reading and writing are your strengths and you have computer skills, you are in the right place.  If not, you may wish to reconsider taking on this commitment. 


This course also includes one assignment that will require you to visit an early childhood program. The assignment is a Director Interview, for which you will conduct a face-to-face interview with the director of an early childhood program. I will be available to help you identify directors to interview but you will be expected to make your own arrangements for this visit. 


Regular communication via e-mail is critical during the semester, as we do not meet weekly  in class.  Be sure to check in regularly. 


There will be an orientation meeting in the Computer Lab at the Skokie Campus during the first week of class. I will contact each registered student via email to let you know exatly when and where the orientation will take place.  This orientation is an important beginning for you.  Please make every attempt to attend, as you will gain vital skills needed for accessing WebCT, navigating through WebCT as used for this course, and have a chance to meet fellow classmates.  Past experience has shown that those who attend the orientation are far more prepared for the course and consequently have fewer complications as the semester moves on.


The primary text for this course will be Handbook for Early Childhood Administrators: Directing with a Mission, by Hilde Reno, 2007, Merrill Publishers. At the beginning of each week, you will also be expected to read a short “lecture” that will be posted on WebCT. In addition to the reading, you will participate in discussion boards and assignments. Please purchase the text before the beginning of the semester.  Feel free to get an early start on the reading, if you can log in early.  We attempt to get all students in the system the week prior to classes if possible.  


Good luck with your studies and remember that we are all in this together.  Please do not hesitate to reach out for help or just say hi.  Keep in touch and I look forward to meeting you soon.   

Ann Gadzikowski 

Instructor ECE 273 online 

agadziko@oakton.edu
224-420-2817 (cell)

