Psychology 211

Warmbold Boggs

Project: Case Studies of Emotionally Disturbed Children
Objective Portion:

· Explain what the distinctions are between a retrospective study and a prospective study.  Then provide the support for Massie’s contention that these case studies could be considered as prospective, even though the data was analyzed after the onset of the kid’s autistic-like behaviors.

· For each child, explain why their parents bring them to this clinic.

· Describe the symptoms exhibited by each of the children.

· Describe the dynamics and history of the parents and the families.

· Describe the developmental histories of the children as reported by their parents.

· Explain the technique used by Massie to analyze the home movies—films—of the children.

· Explain the three categories of behaviors that were observed.

· Explain how Massie was able to obtain the essential films for control group comparisons—i.e., home movies of children who developed normally.

· From viewing the films, what types of behaviors did the children exhibit when on their own.

· Describe the type of dysfunctional dyadic interactions seen on the films.

· When did the children begin to exhibit dysfunctional behaviors and what were they?

· Provide Massie’s summary analysis of how Jan proceeded during her first six months and why.

· Describe the similarities in developmental histories and their inherent “constitution” that could have contributed to the lack of important interactions. 

· What is another perspective to explain the low level of organismic excitement for Jan and Tony?

Subjective Analysis—Your personal comments and observations regarding the research study methodologies, results and implications.

