Psychology 211

Warmbold Boggs

“Inequality Starts at Home”:  Introduction to Pecking Order

1. Describe the vast differences between Bill and Roger Clinton.

2. Explain how their mother’s “limited resources” and also Bill’s success both contributed to this disparity between these two brothers.  (Please consider factors not discussed in the reading, such as amount of encouragement and attention receive; structure of household; respective ages of boys when ugly Roger Clinton Sr. was in the household, etc.)

3. Explain how the gifts we exhibit are a dance between our nature and our nurture—and then provide examples of this.

4. Explain how individual differences within families relative to income and accumulated wealth support the thesis of this chapter that “inequality starts at home.”

5. How do people “account” for their successes in contrast to how they account for their failures when being compared with a sibling or relative?

6. What logical explanation is there for folks using different types of explanations relative to whether they’ve done well or have done poorly?  (self-serving bias)

7. Why and how does our author reject the “personality-based explanations” for the dramatic differences between siblings and what explanations does he provide instead?

8. Describe the examples provided to illustrate that siblings’ memories of their parents differ?
9. Explain and provide an example of cross-family stratification versus intra-family stratification.

10. Explain the particular types and sources of data that this researcher used as a foundation for this study. (classic examples of the archival record data collection)

11. Explain the manner in which the researcher used interviews with his subjects and why he feels that the interview data was so crucial.

12. Explain why a family’s financial and intellectual limitations/hardships make it more likely for siblings to have non-shared experiences whereas an abundance of resources make differential treatment less likely.

13. Explain how this reality is illustrated through a) Evan b) Carl and Joey c) racial and class differences.

14. Explain how parents can be influential simply by the institutional supports that they provide for their children.

15. Describe the differences that Malik and Jim experienced in their childhood and adulthood with their father that boded well for Jim and surprisingly poorly for Malik.

16. Explain how the way Kara and Kathy were treated by their manipulative mother provided two classic examples of “self-fulfilling prophecies.”

17. Explain how the identical twins, Laura and Lynn, provide a classic example of the impact of experiences on one’s nature (genetics)—specifically the preferential treatment given to Laura over Lynn by their peers.
18. Why do you think that such preferential treatment would have more influence and be more traumatic with identical twins as compared to siblings?

19. Describe the various ways in which “being an outsider” in a family can contribute to having non-shared experiences.

20. Explain how family size interacts with birth order to cause differential treatment of children.

21. Explain how the timing of a family trauma relative to the age of each child (and gender) can significantly impact how the trauma affects children.

22. What type of advantages to only children have—though many probably don’t appreciate such?

