Topics Covered

Unit I – Research Methods and Heredity Influences on Development

A. Reading Assignments: Chapter One—Research Strategies (pp.11-34)

                                           Chapter Three—Hereditary Influences

B. Project: Assist in Developing a Survey to Measure Our Community’s Needs 

                                 For a Family Resource Center

C. Test over Unit I:  September 9th

Unit II – Prenatal Development and Early Infancy

A. Reading Assignments: Chapter 4—Prenatal Development and the Newborn

                                           Chapter 5—Sections on the Development of the Brain

                                           Chapter 6—Early Learning (202-213)

B. Project: Interview Parents about in the Community regarding Survey on the Usefulness of a Family Resource Center

C. Test over Unit II: September 30th
Unit III: Development of Thinking and Reasoning—Cognitive Development
A. Reading Assignments:  Chapter 7—Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Theory (246-256)

                                            Chapter 8—Information Processing

                                            Chapter 9—How Experiences Influence Cognitive

                                                               Development (320-337/343-349)

B:  Project: Develop and teach a skill/game/concept to a child using a process that integrates the concept within the theories of Vygotsky, Skinner and Information Processing.

  C. Test over Unit III:  October 16th

Unit IV: Social Emotional Development

A. Reading Assignments:  Chapter 11—Emotional Development (pp. 383-414)

                                            Chapter 12—Development of Self (428-444)

                                            Chapter 13—Sex Differences

                                            Chapter 13—Moral Development

B. Project:  Observe Parent/Child Interactions and analyze regarding attachment theory, styles of discipline, development of self, sex differences and moral development

C.  Test: November 6th

Unit IV: Influence of the Family and Culture

A. Reading Assignments: Chapter 15—Section on the Family

                                           Chapter 16—TV, Schools and Peers

B. Project: Conduct an Analysis of Five Television Shows regarding the types of ethnic, sexual, moral and society values they seem to be modeling and/or encouraging

C. Test: November 25th
Classes in December Students will present their special interest projects

Take Home Final Dues on December 16th
VII. Method of Instruction:

I will provide study questions over the reading assignments in your textbook.  Students need to complete these questions in order to perform adequately on the short essay tests that will be give at the completion of each of the five units.  Also, students will do a project in each unit that will apply the concepts in a meaningful context.  During class I will provide overview lectures along with highly encouraging any questions or comments on the material.  I will frequently ask students about certain issues and how they feel it could be applied, so please come to class prepared.  Students will also complete critical thinking application exercises in small groups of two or three.  

The last project will be one of special interest to the student—whether it is a paper, a debate, or game—whatever.  You will be ask to make a short presentation on this final project during one of the classes in the first two weeks in December.  I will also give you a take-home final before Thanksgiving break that will be due on the last day of class.

VII. Course Practices Required:

A. Read text and complete the study questions.  Though I will not ask to hand in your answers, the questions on the essay tests will focus directly on the issues covered in these study questions as well as our class activities and videos.

B. Take the five essay tests, which follow each of the five units in the course you will also need to complete a comprehensive, take-home final.

C. Complete the projects described in each unit.  Then do a final project of your own choosing and make a brief presentation to the class.

D. Regular attendance and participation in classes, which will largely be determined by your completion of the in-class activities.  

VIII. Instructional Materials Required:

Developmental Psychology by David Shaffer

