Things to remember when writing your Abstract and Critique



1. Do not use contractions in formal writing.

2. In the critique you may refer to the authors as Rabouille, et al. You need not use all of their names.

3. If you are talking about four rivers, you do not need to call them four different rivers.   The reader already knows the rivers are different one from the other.

4. This assignment is worth 45 points

5. Remember to cover all the topics in the critique.

6. Watch out for the word, LOT, it can cost you.

7. When you write the abstract, write it as if you were the author/one of the authors.

8. Use ‘one’ in place of ‘you’, unless you are talking to a specific reader.

9. Be careful with pronouns.  Make sure the reader knows to whom or what you are referring.  It, they, those, he, she can mix a reader up when not used properly.

10. Do not forget to number your pages; upper right corner.

11. Review criterion for the cover page.  Too many points are lost here.

12. Read your completed work over in order to pick up on some of the above problems.

13. A Table is referred to as  a Table in the text.  The word figure, is used to denote graphs, line drawings, maps, and photographs in the text.

14. Data is plural.  Datum is singular.

15. Do not use colloquialisms.
