How to do Well on the Daily Essays
1) Read the essay topic(s) carefully

2) Ask questions you might have as soon as possible (of the professor)

3) Brainstorm for ideas (jot these down)

4) Create a thesis (must have a topic, focus, and opinion)

5) Design a short outline (introduction, body paragraphs, conclusion)

6) Write a rough draft and remember to save (get all thoughts out and fix later)

7) Print out rough draft 

8) Read carefully to yourself

9) Where should you have said more?

10) Where could an example illuminate what you have said

11) Correct any spelling, grammar, or mechanical errors

12) Correct APA format? (heading/centered title/double-spaced/tab over once for new paragraph/no extra spacing between paragraphs)

13) Did you address all of the essay topic(s)

Structure Reminders:

14) Thesis should be last sentence(s) of introduction paragraph

15) Each body paragraph should contain a transition along with a topic sentence

16) Good body paragraphs explain, give examples, and provide supporting information

17) Conclusion wraps up your thoughts on the topic

Grammatical Reminders:

18) a fragment is a partial sentence – never write one!

19) Good sentences contain a subject, verb, and complete thought.

20) A run-on sentence is two sentences that have been fused together

21) A comma splice sentence is a run-on sentence with a comma between the 2 sentences

22) Commas follow special rules (if you don’t know the rules look on the internet)

23) Good sentences don’t start with “and” or “but.”

Spelling Reminders:

24) be careful with homonyms (there, their, and they’re/ your, you’re/ etc.

25) A spell-check will not catch misused words (see  homonyms)

