Oakton  Community College

Introduction to Sociology (Soc 101)

Carol Bustamante, Associate Professor

E-mail: cbustama@oakton.edu;carolbustamante@comcast.net
Campus Phone: 847-376-7097
Des Plaines Office: 2554
Office Hours:  before class begins
Website: http://www.oakton.edu/user/~cbustama
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II.
Prerequisite:
None

III.
Course Description:

This course discusses culture groups, communities, societies and social institutions, social control, deviance, and values.

IV.
Learning Objectives:

The student will: 

A. become familiar with the sociological perspective, learning how to use this perspective to identify social processes and define problems that arise out of the structure and functioning of social life.

B. develop an understanding of the science of sociology, learning how sociologists construct hypotheses, gather and analyze data, and use the sociological perspective to interpret their findings.

C. learn to distinguish fact from opinion by examining the research and scientific findings about the nature of social life.

D. understand how cultural and social forces have not only shaped the discipline of sociology, but have also influenced the structure of societies and the nature of social behavior from one historical period to another.

E.
discover the social influences on individual behavior, how these impact on everyday lives, and recognize the interpersonal skills necessary to build and maintain effective social relationships.

F.
apply the scientific principles in order to compare and evaluate alternative explanations of social behavior and alternative solutions to social problems.

G.
learn to communicate sociological research and theory effectively in written assignments and class discussions or presentations.

V.
Academic Integrity:

Students and employees at Oakton Community College are required to demonstrate academic integrity and follow Oakton’s Code of Academic Conduct. This code prohibits: 

· cheating, 

· plagiarism (turning in work not written by you, or lacking proper citation), 

· falsification and fabrication (lying or distorting the truth), 

· helping others to cheat, 

· unauthorized changes on official documents, 

· pretending to be someone else or having someone else pretend to be you, 

· making or accepting bribes, special favors, or threats, and 

· any other behavior that violates academic integrity. 

There are serious consequences to violations of the academic integrity policy. Oakton’s policies and procedures provide students a fair hearing if a complaint is made against you.  If you are found to have violated the policy, the minimum penalty is failure on the assignment and, a disciplinary record will be established and kept on file in the office of the Vice President for Student Affairs for a period of 3 years. 

Details of the Code of Academic Conduct can be found in the Student Handbook.

VI. Outline of Topics:

See website http://www.oakton.edu/user/~cbustama
VII.
Methods of Instruction:

A.
Discussion
B. In Class Writing and Films Guides
C. In Class Quizzes
VIII.
Course Practices Required:

A.
Reading:  daily reading assignments from an assigned textbook 

B.
Writing:  a mid-length in-class writing assignment will be assigned daily
C. Discussion: you must read the assigned chapters, so you can be part of the daily discussions
D. Quizzes:  a quiz each day on the material from the chapter 
E. Film Guides:  the ability to view the film and answer the film guide questions
IX. Instructional Materials:

Macionis, John J. Society: the basics. 10th Edition. Upper Saddle River: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2010.
Notebook and 2 pocket folder
Highlighters (1 or 2 colors)
Flash Drive
FTP Instructions:  FTP to your personal Oakton folder on the Oakton network (your H: drive) 

Both employees and students are able to FTP into their personal folders when not at Oakton. Netscape and Internet Explorer (version 6.0 or higher) will both work to connect to your personal folders. 

To access your personal folder on Oakton's network when not on campus, the procedure is similar. In this case, the user's login ID is inserted into the string. A student named George Washington with the login ID "gwashing1234" would type the following string to FTP into his network folder: ftp://gwashing1234@ftp.oakton.edu 

Here’s an example using Oakton employee John Smith's account. John would type the following string in Netscape's location field: ftp://jsmith@ftp.oakton.edu 

 Before John Smith is able to access this account, he will also be prompted to give his password. This is the same password he would use when logging on to the network. 

X.
Methods of Evaluating Student Progress:


Film Guides 


10%


Discussions  


10%


Quizzes        


30%


Essays          


30%

Comprehensive Final:

20%
XI.
Other Course Information:

A.
If you have a documented learning, psychological, or physical disability you may be entitled to reasonable academic accommodations or services.  To request accommodations or services, contact the ASSIST office in the Learning Center.  All students are expected to fulfill essential course requirements.  The College will not waive any essential skill or requirement of a course or degree program.

B. Attendance:  Students are expected to attend every scheduled class period.  If you miss one class, during this 3-week summer interim, you have missed the equivalent of nearly 2 weeks in the

 regular semester.  I will hesitate to give you an “A” if you miss even 1 class.  
Punctuality: You cannot come late and leave early.  You must stay the entire class period in order

to be considered “present.”
You cannot make up any of the work you missed because you were absent. 
C.
Students are strongly encouraged to use the full range of student support facilities available at Oakton, including Instructional Support Services.

D.
We have no class Memorial Day
