Quick Facts about Oakton Online Courses

for further information, see www.oakton.edu/online

Online courses are delivered via the Internet and may include other media such as videotape or CD-ROM.  

Students are required to have a computer and Internet connection and any additional hardware/software as specified for a particular course. Technical requirements are listed at www.oakton.edu/online/tech/techmenu.htm.  

Students must also possess a minimum level of computer knowledge to function in an online learning environment. They need to be comfortable with the windows environment and with navigating on the World Wide Web.  Additionally, they should be able to use email and a variety of search engines.

Online courses provide students the scheduling flexibility of accessing a course from anywhere at any time, but they also require students to be self-disciplined and organized and to have excellent time management skills. Students must speak up for what they need, whether that be emailing a question, asking for help, etc.

The registration period for online courses is the same as for campus-based courses.  Students are not able to register for an online course beyond the late registration period since most online courses are organized on a weekly schedule of learning activities and assignment due dates as are campus-based courses. Very few online courses are self-paced.

To be successful in an online learning environment, students must keep up with the weekly schedule and actively participate in learning activities.

Most online courses make extensive use of electronic discussion tools to promote group interaction and participation. Much of the course content comes from readings: the textbook (if one is assigned), library research, and Internet resources. Online courses require students to rely on their reading and writing skills rather than their speaking and listening skills. 

