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CHOOSING A TOPIC FOR A RESEARCH PAPER



	As the proverb states, the longest journey begins with the first step.  Oh! How important is that first step.  A research project is like a long journey; that first step is most important.

	

	If you are not assigned a specific topic, your first step in writing your report is choosing a subject.  To find a possible subject you may consult all sources available to you, the library, your courses, your textbooks etc.

	

	As you consider possible subjects, keep in mind that you will have to spend time doing research.  Therefore, it is so important that you choose a subject that both interests you and one you can make interesting to others.  Another factor to keep in mind is availability of resources.  The holding of the library or libraries in which you are working should influence your choice of topic.  Finally, careful limiting of your topic will help you research successfully.  Topics that are too vague or broad, too narrow or limited or too specialized prevent you from finding suitable material.

	

	Remember a report is writing based on material from sources outside your personal knowledge and experience.  



Once you have a general topic, a good practice is to read an encyclopedia article on your subject which may suggest ways to begin to narrow your topic.  Another good idea when narrowing a topic is to check the index or table of contents of a book dealing with the subject you have in mind.  For example, if you are interested in writing about American music, you may check an encyclopedia article or a book on the history of American music.  Suppose you found fifteen general areas covering the development of American music.  Each might still be too broad for a short report.  You might then try subject areas.  



For example, under the general area World War I and the 1920's-the following sub-areas were discussed:  early Jazz, origins, Dixieland, Jazz musicians.  From this group you may choose to research and write about the origins of Jazz.  So you see, you have gone from American Music to Music in the early part of the Twentieth Century to Origins of Jazz.  You have taken that first step.



Practice limiting your topic by narrowing the following topics so that they would be suitable for a five to ten page research project.



1. Women in the Work Force

2. Hispanic-Americans

3. Native American Culture

4. Immigration

5. Endangered Species.



	At first you might wish to state your topic as a question:  for example, What is Jazz?  What are the characteristics of Jazz?  You may want to state your topic as a hypothesis-tentative explanation which you will test with research-Jazz was unique, unlike any other American music.  As you research, you will test your hypothesis against facts and ideas you find.  Your answer to your questions or your tested hypothesis will become your thesis statement or controlling idea of your paper.
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