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Getting Acquainted with the Textbook
by Evanthia Rosati

SURVEY:  Look over the whole book to discover as much as you can before you read. Start at the cover and work your way to the last page.  This will help you know what to expect from the book and the class this semester.

· What is the title of the BOOK?

· Who is the author (s)?  How is the author (s) qualified?

· Look for any pages with Roman Numerals, “i, ii, iv, x.” How is the information on those pages important?

· Look at the Table of Contents.

· How many chapters are there?

· Give a chapter title. 

· Are the chapters long, medium, short, varied? 

· What does this tell you about those chapters?

· List a chapter that appears to be very important.
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Why do you think this chapter is important?

· Is the book divided into other units (or sections)?  

· Name a unit. 

· Is there a pattern to those units?

· Look at all the Units, beginning with the First Labeled Unit:  (This might be a chapter.)

· Describe that unit, asking yourself these questions:

· Is there a beginning summary?  If so, read it.

· Are there important vocabulary words?

· Is there Bold Faced Type and Different Colored Type?

· Are there any pictures, charts, graphs, maps, “stuff”?

· What do those tell you about the unit/chapter?

· What is the title of the first reading assignment?

· How many pages to that assignment?

· Read a paragraph in that assignment.

· Tell yourself what you know about that assignment.

· Are the Exercises or Problems to do?

· What other sections are in that unit?

· What do you know about this from your experience?

· What did you learn about this unit by looking over the parts?

· Talk about the unit out loud.

· Ask yourself these questions:

· Is there an Index?

· Is there a Glossary?

· Is there an Answer Key?

· Is there a companion website to this book?

· Is there anything else the author included in this book in order to help you? 
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