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UNDERSTANDING  WRITING ASSIGNMENTS
If you want to write a good assignment, you must first understand your instructor’s requirements for the assignment.

If your assignment is written out on an assignment sheet or on the syllabus, the following might help.
1. Read and underline key words, for example:

A. agree/disagree


B. evaluate


C. compare


D. contrast


E. compare/contrast


F. summarize

2. Question Yourself:


Why did your instructor give this assignment?

What kinds of evidence will support your work?

What are the technical requirements for this assignment (length, citation format etc?)

3. Essay assignments ask you about concepts and ways of thinking you have learned in the course.  Use these to develop your topic.

4. Create a thesis statement (main idea or focus) for your assignment.  This will help you stay focused and tell your reader you have something important to say. Don’t’ be afraid to change or “fine tune” your thesis as you develop your ideas.  Often, some of the best ideas come after writing has begun.
5.  If you have any problems understanding the assignment, see your instructor.  She or he is the expert on the assignment and will be glad to clarify and explain it so that you do understand exactly what needs to be done.
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